Mal-positioned umbilical venous catheter causing liver abscess in a preterm infant.
Neonatal liver abscess is uncommon, carries a high mortality and is difficult to diagnose. We report an unusual case of liver abscess in a preterm infant presenting with abdominal distension and suspected gastrointestinal perforation, rather than the more usual features of fever, hepatomegaly, abdominal tenderness, right-sided pleural effusion, and leukocytosis. We discuss current treatments for neonatal liver abscess and argue that in view of the high mortality and difficulty in diagnosis, prevention should be the primary objective. We believe that mal-positioning the umbilical venous catheter in the liver substantially increases the life-threatening risk of this complication, and advocate extreme care in the placement and use of these catheters.